
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Window on Main Street 
 

 One of the most fascinating places to visit in New York City is the Stock Exchange, 

colloquially called Wall Street.  It has a special visitorôs gallery and guides who explain the 

workings of the exchange and visitors are welcome.  Iôm not so sure that the hundreds of 

protesters are welcome but they have a point about people out of work and corporate greed.  I 

love our country because we can express our opinion. 

 If you visit the Stock Exchange you look down on the scene from the visitorsô gallery, 

you are engrossed in the excitement of it, whether or not you are one of the millions of people 

in the country who owns stocks.  You get the feeling that this is where the action is.  And 

indeed it is.  Wall Street, more than Washington, Hollywood or anyplace else, controls the heart 

beat of America.  Everyone rich or poor is affected in some way by ñthe Marketò.  This was 

dramatically demonstrated when the Market collapsed in 1929 and the horrible drop in 2008.  

Life revolves around investment; you might say that investment is what life is all about. 

 The Bible substantiates that.  Mathew 25:14-30, the Parable of the talents is about two 

men who invested and were commended and one who didnôt and was condemned.  ñTalentò is a 

word that came directly into our language from the Bible and meant originally ña measure of 

precious metalò.  It has come to mean now any quality, special aptitude, gift which can be 

developed or neglected, invested or withheld. 

 I believe the Biblical message is that whatever you are blessed with, you canôt sit on it.  

We are called to spiritual speculation.  Whatever God has affected in any human being, that is 

his or her talent, or two talents or five.  Whatever he or she has done with it, or them, that is the 

measure of success in the venture we call life.  Put another way in the Gospels, if you try to 

save your life, youôll lose it; if you lose (ñinvestò) your life youôll find it.  This is the time of 

year when we talk about Stewardship and I pray you will invest in the Spirit of St. Johnôs. 

 In closing, I came across a wonderful story about Raymond Knudsen, an Episcopal Priest 

in California who overheard his 3 small boys talking about what they would like to inherit when 

the father died.  The oldest son wanted his dadôs watch and the middle one wanted his ring.  

The youngest said ñI want all of dadôs checksò.  The oldest boy responded:  ñMark, you 

wouldnôt get a thing!  They are worthless.  There is nothing of value thereò.  Father Knudsen 

thought perhaps his oldest son knew the old song:   
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    ñThereôs nothing left for me 

 From last monthôs salary 

 I live in memory 

 Among my canceled checks.ò 

 

 But Father Knudsen reflected that perhaps there is something of 

greater value than most tend to believe.  Actually, in my canceled checks there is the story of 

my life ï the only autobiography I will ever write:  A record of my hopes and dreams, a record 

of my values and priorities; a record and expenditures.  Consider your canceled checks.  What 

do they say of you?  Your life?  Your values?  Your priorities?  What you invested in?  Your 

hopes?  Your dreams?  Your faith? 

 

       Agapé   

         
       Father John McGinn 

11- 11-11 
 

Starting 11-1-11 through 11-11-11, 
We are having a food pantry collection to stock our Upper Cape Helping 

Hands Food Pantry here at St. Johnôs Church. 
 

Letôs see if we can collect 1,111 non-perishable food items for the pantry 
as we come into this holiday season. 
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming! 

 

Due to the success and positive feedback we received during last yearôs stewardship campaign, 

St. Johnôs Vestry is pleased to announce that we will once again be using the New Consecration 

Sunday Stewardship Program.  This program provides a way for St. Johnôs to teach the Biblical 

and spiritual principles of generous giving as part of our stewardship education for the 

upcoming year.    

New Consecration Sunday is based on the Biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give 

for his or her own spiritual development, rather than focus on the need of the church to receive.  

Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat 

people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  

New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in 

response to the question, ñWhat percentage of my income is God calling me to give?ò  

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a Biblical perspective do not view the 

money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills.  Rather, such 

congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their 

relationship with God by supporting their churchôs mission and ministry with a percentage of 

their incomes. 

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, November 20th, we will be asking our 

attendees and members to make their financial commitments to St Johnôs missionary, outreach, 

and educational ministries in this community and around the world. 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by 

attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday.   We strongly encourage all to attend, 

including those who feel opposed to completing a card.  This program is structured to be 

inclusive and not make others feels uncomfortable if they choose not to fill out a card. 

As part of this program, we will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete pledge cards. 

During the Consecration Sunday morning worship, our guest leader will once again be Fr. Mac 

McDowell.  Father McDowell will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, 

followed by members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

In order to reach as many of St Johnôs members as possible, we are hoping to expand upon last 

yearôs attendance.  If you are a new or current member or know someone who is interested in 

participating and did not receive New Consecration Sunday mailings during last yearôs 

campaign, please contact this yearôs stewardship chairman, Brian Kuchar, by email at 

briankuchar@comcast.net,  phone 508-428-5465 or after Sunday 10 am service. 

We would like to thank you all in advance for your continued enthusiastic participation in the 

Consecration Sunday events. 

Your Vestry  

mailto:briankuchar@comcast.net
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SUMMER AND AUTUMN WITH THE SHADOW 

St. Johnôs gave a party.  Parishioners, they came and if you did not come we are not to blame.  We all were 

invited.  Do come next year, because it was absolutely great!  Shadow went.  The St. Johnôs Party and Auction 

at the Heritage Museum and Gardens (thanks to Linda Jones who found us this place both this year and 

lastébless you, Linda) was a special event.  The life of the party was Sean Randall, the best dressed was Ann 

Geary Roche splendid in a magic green suit, hardest workers were Donna Wudyka and Camilla Mathews, the 

best bidders were the Beggs, Carol and Bill, the happiest smile there was that of Heidi Dean, Tom Moon was 

thrilled with his bid for Donna and Camillaôs Lobster Bake for six, and the best part was the Allen Swain 

Volunteer Winner for the Year, Carole Colleran!!!!   By the way, guess who the oldest person present at this 

event was!!!  St. Johnôs is not only our place of worship and our spiritual home, but it is also a lot of fun.  

Shadow is still grinning. 

The good news keeps on coming.  Three marvelous ladies have just completed (one whole day of commitment) 

the course for Visitation and Communion.  Anne Miller, Ann Geary Roche, and Wendela Correia are ready to 

go out and visit our parishionersô young or not so young who need St. Johnôs. 

        Shadow speaks for us alléTHANK YOU!!   

 And then the outside world which is there and we try not to forget it.  El Salvador is a different world.  Just ask 

Riley, Lilli an, or Sarah.  All three of these young people are part of the Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) of 

the Boston Episcopal Diocese.  Along with seven or eight of others from churches around the Diocese, our 

threesome went to El Salvador in August.  While there the young people did some worképainting, clearing, 

cleaningébut the most meaningful part of the trip was the time they spent with other kids of their own age.  

They talked, they laughed, and they exchanged thoughts, ideas, and experiences.  Shadow thinks we can tell our 

young people how fortunate they are, the stories about other people not as lucky as we are well meant, but until 

they see with their own eyes those who have little or nothing, itôs not real not to most of our kids anyway.  It is 

all very real now to Riley, Lillian and Sarah.  While they were there a few of the local teenagers took our three 

and gave them a tour of where they live now after the mud slides and the hurricane destroyed their homes.  The 

fragile tin houses hardly looked big enough or strong enough to shelter a family.  El Salvador was a life 

changing week for our St. Johnôs kids.  Think it would be for the Shadow as well.   How óbout you? 

This year we have four youngsters who are entering into the Youth Leadership Academy program.  Maggie, 

Alanna, Baylen, and Joe.  Youôve all seen them around church Sunday after Sunday.  We wish them the best as 

they enter into what will be an adventure and a window through which they will view the rest of the world.  

What an opportunity!!  Shadow will follow them as best possible to keep us all informed about just what is 

happening to these wonderful kids. 

And now, such grand news; If you havenôt been down into the undercroft please make it your business to go 

down and see the transformation that has occurred.  Myriah, to make ready for the new Sunday format, has with 

the help of a crew (Amy, Brad, Joe, Lillian, Riley and Robbie plus our sexton Rob and Myriah)  painted the 

walls, changed the entire atmosphere of the area, and made it warm, interesting, and fun.  Blue walls, brown, 

red walls, and in what was the old thrift shop and then a Sunday School room white walls with black music 

notes.  J.U.M.P is the name for the new Sunday School PrograméJesus Use Me Please. So far anyway the 

Sunday Schoolers love the program which consists of four weeks of the same story, told over and over in 

different ways, Biblical stories, music, drama, and art.  Shadow has loved the ñMinistry Minutesò at the  



 

 

PAGE 5 ST. JOHNõS NEWSLETTER 
 

 

Announcement Time at the 10 oôclock service.  It gives us all a flavor of what our Sunday School is doing 

Sunday after Sunday.  Thank you Myriah, Teachers, and yep, you kids, too. 

The following paragraphs come under the heading some of the many good things that are done under the banner 

of St. Johnôs: 

The Junior Youth Group has been busy. Our 5
th
 and 6

th
 Graders made seven Lasagna dinners and gave them out 

mostly to our own parishioners plus a couple of folks in the village who needed a lift. The group was absolutely 

thrilled by the delight of the recipients, and they are anxious to make more dinners for more people. Shadow 

applauds!! 

The Gathering Meal which has been on hold since Spring is back!!  On October 8
th
 at l oôclock dinner was 

served and was well attended.  This is one of the best kept secrets of St. Johnôs.  More of us should go.  Great 

dinner, good company, no responsibilities, just a lovely time.  On the 8
th
 most of the regulars were back plus 

some folks who were passing along Main Street, saw the sign, went in and joined the fun.  A surprise!!  Some 

kind person left an anonymous $25 in an empty dish.  The folks who run the Gathering Meal will do miracles 

with $25.  The next Gathering Meal will be the second Saturday of November (the 11
th
).  Do check it out.  

Shadow recommends it.  Or ask Charlotte Hart, sheôll tell you!!!! 

If you have not taken a peek into the office at l61 Main Street lately, do it.  Shadow is grinning with glee.  Go!!!  

Although the Shadow looks forward to and enjoys the summer months when there is only one service, it is good 

to be back to our regular schedule.  At ten oôclock we see faces we love that we havenôt seen all summer.  The 

kids are back.  The eight oôclock service is back with our Rite I.  The five oôclock service returns. 

A word about the Blessing of the Animals, as always it was special.  Shadow especially loves it when a dog 

barks at the end of a prayer or during the middle of songs.  One suggestion, maybe there should be a prize for 

the hairiest dog or the biggest oneéthe Beggôs dogs could win hands down.  Or maybe the cutest little dogs, the 

Andersonôs little dachshunds.  The 9
th
 of October was another success.  

Shadow regrets that Maggie Arnold is unavailable for us this winter.  Although thinking about it, she has a new 

baby, she is working at B.U., and she is getting her doctorate. Weôll see her when she digs herself out.  She 

loves us, I know she does.  

Is St. Johnôs a blessing?   To your Shadow it is.    Love from the oldest person at the ST JOHNôS PARTY AND 

AUCTION.    

                                                                                   U-NO-HOO 

                 

 



 

 

PAGE  6 ST. JOHNõS  NEWSLETTER 
 

 

Christmas Family Choir  

ôtis the season!    
We are looking for voices at all levels of ability.   

There will be a CD of the music available for each of the choir members to review and use for 

practice.  You will not have to be able to read music, just follow the bouncing ball.   

We will be offering the music at the 4:00 pm service on Christmas Eve. 

Please contact Misao at 508-862-8239 or 

music@stjohnschurch-sandwich.com 

 

Do you like to sing? Can you carry the note? Do you want to have fun? 

 

We are also looking for new members for the St. Johnôs Choir. 

If you would like to sing or if you know someone whom we might ask, Please let us know. 

 

 

 

mailto:music@stjohnschurch-sandwich.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
First Communion Classes 
We will be offering First Communion Classes, on Wednesdays: 
November 30th 4-5pm 
December 7th 4-5pm 
December 14th 4-5pm 
First Communion will be offered during the January 8th 10 am Service. 
If you have a child that would like to participate in the classes and receive the 
Sacrament for the first time , please contact Myriah Bruce  
myriahbruce@stjohnschurch-sandwich.com 
508-888-2828 x222 office 
 

Junior High Retreat 
Barbara C Harris Camp in New Hampshire 
Our very own Diocesan Youth Council Members will organize, plan , and lead this 
retreat November 18-20th for us.  
For more info please go to www.diomassyouth.org  
Please let Myriah Bruce know if you would like to go and ask Lillian or Sarah about 
how much fun it is!! 

 

Jr. Youth Group News 
Our last event was so much fun! We had six young people in the 5th & 6th Grade, 
prepare 7 lasagna meals for our parishioners and a neighbor of one member.  
The energy and ideas that came from that meeting were fantastic! 
The Jr Youth Group organized a collection of items for the MSPCA and Cape Wildlife 
Center from their wish lists in honor of St. Francis and the Blessing of the Animals . 
They want to organize a visit at a local nursing home to play games and socialize with 
the residents. As well as a "lock-in" overnight. 
 

A big thank you to their parents who helped deliver the much appreciated meals and to 
Sue Martin who was our head chef! 

 

Community Youth Project- CYP 

Next Meetings: 
October 25 
November 22 
December 20 
Held at the Sandwich Library downstairs meeting room 
5-7:PM 
A program for youth ages 13-20 that works for the prevention of substance abuse 
within our community and in partnerships with other organizations. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=5rpka8fab&et=1108079519741&s=0&e=001-ISTkES6-lqlOImePuBVhqj-hUukWV_AG0yglOCEXyV5j43cQ_47Ug7pMJ14i8C2tpmTbtzAtyn04OabkbcVfLmXEgDCbm9qW1V0BrtvQlUQbMgnzShrDw==


 

 

PAGE  8 ST. JOHNõS  NEWSLETTER 
 
 

 

 
 

ñDress A Live Dollò 
 

Senior Youth Group 
(7

th
 through 12

th
 grade) 

Outreach 
 

December 1
st
 Thursday 

5-8pm 
 

Over 1000 children on Cape Cod benefit from this program. 
St Johnôs is generously sponsoring two children again this year, 
through our Community Ministries group. We give new clothing ñtop 

to bottomé inside and out.ò 
 
 

 Our Youth Group then shops for the children. 
We meet at St. Johnôs to carpool to the Cape Cod Mall for shopping 

and dinner in the food court. 
Return to St. Johnôs for wrapping party! 

 
Please RSVP ~myriahbruce@stjohnschurch-sandwich.com 
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Our school calendar through December 2011: 
November 2011 

 

11/6 Sunday School- Saints 

11/13 Sunday School- Saints 

11/20 Childrenôs Chapel 

11/27 Advent -Sunday school- Nativity  
Wreath making & Pageant Sign ups 

December 2011    
 

 

 
Junior Youth Group Outreach  

(Grades 5&6) 
November 16, Wednesday  

5-7pm 
Please join Myriah in the parish hall to bake some pumpkin bread for our food 

pantry and our Consecration Sunday Brunch!  
 

Pizza dinner and fun, while helping other s. 

12/4 Sunday school- Nativity 
 Pageant Rehearsals following service 

12/11 Sunday school- Nativity 
 Pageant Rehearsals following service 

12/18 Sunday school- Nativity 
 Pageant Rehearsals following service 

12/24 Christmas Pageant- 4pm 

12/25 Christmas  
Vacation Week Programs - TBA for Jr.& Sr. Youth Groups 
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Christmas Fair 2011 
Is just Weeks Away 
Saturday, Nov 26

th
 10-2 

 
The annual St Johnôs Christmas Fair is being held on Saturday, November 26

th
 from 

10 am to 2 pm.  This St Johnôs tradition is a wonderful day for us to celebrate the 

holidays and our St Johnôs family. 

Fair Highlights:  

ü The Christmas Café featuring  our famous lobster rolls, clam chowder, and 

much more 

ü Christmas Wreath Sale ï beautifully decorated for the season 

ü Huge Bake Sale full of homemade Christmas goodies 

ü Kids Corner where children can make a gift for a relative or decorate cookies 

ü Gift basket raffles including themes like Dog lovers and Chocolate lovers 

ü Take a chance on winning the Lottery Tree filled with $200 of lottery tickets 

ü Craft Sale sponsored by local Cape Cod crafters and vendors 

 

                        Wanted! 

                    Crafters/Vendors/Artists 

 

            Tell your friends and neighbors ï tables only cost $40! 
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Gift Basket Raffle  
 

The gift basket raffle will include 10 baskets with specific themes.  The Sunday school classes 

will be helping to fill the baskets, but there are many parishioners who do not have children in 

Sunday school, so we are hoping that everyone donates just one or two items to fill the baskets. 

We are also looking for donations of large empty baskets that we can fill! 

All donations are greatly appreciated!  There will be a drop box in the church vestibule for gift 

basket donations.  

 

Gift Basket Themes:  

 Home Run basket for baseball fans 

 Touch Down basket for football fans 

 Family movie night (Popcorn, DVDôs, Candy, Movies, etc) 

 Italian Pasta Night 

 Living on Cape Cod (Recipe book, cranberries, Cape Cod Chips, etc) 

 Wrapping it up! (Xmas paper and trimmings) 

 Coffee Lovers (Dunkin donuts, gourmet coffee, mugs, etc) 

 Just for Dogs Basket 

 Bird Lovers Basket 

 Clean your Car basket (Sandwich car wash gift card, Sponges, etc) 

 ñChocoholicsò Basket 

 Wreath Pre-Sales Starting Soon! 
  

 The wreaths come directly from the farm in Canada and  are decorated in a traditional 

Cape Cod theme with holly, berries and plaid bows. Wreaths cost only $35 so plan to 

reserve yours early! 

 Volunteers Needed! 
 Volunteers of all ages are needed to setup/cleanup, work in the kitchen, bake sale, wreath 

sales, and raffles. 

 Please sign up in the Parish Hall today!  
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Happy Birthday  
 

November  December  
 

2  Regina Washburn 
2  Nicole Coyle 
2  Robert Coyle 
3  Karel Huber 
3  Ian Crowley 
3  Caitlin Griffin 
5  Jeanne Shepardson 
5  Kristen Longueil 
7  Shea Stanley 
7  Jaylene Austin 
9  Katherine Crowley 
19  Jenna Schermerhorn 
13  Richard Williams 
14  Paul Coyle 
15  Shirley Canning 
17  Andrew Austin 
17  Kaitlyn Grable 
18  John Kamb 
18  Thomas Anderson 
18  Tim OôNeill 
18  Everett Horn, IV 
18  Jacob Austin 
18 Molly Harper 
19  Carol Boucher 
20  Edward McKenna 
22  Phil Johnson 
22  Suzette Jakielo 
24 Allison Beggs 
24  Amy Singelais 
24  Eric Johnson 
24  Carleton Jillson 
27 Amy Lyn Curtis 
27  Eileen Kittredge 
27  Patricia Anderson 
28  Alan Cohen 
Caitlin Harper 
29  John LeRoy 
30  Mary Grundman 
30  Todd Judson 
 

 
1  Jack Salters 
1  Paul Violette 
1  Jack Rinkus 
2  Louise Stupack 
2  Nancy Nygard 
2  Danny Bader 
3  Grace Noonan 
3  Martha Dingess 
4  Michael Grundman 
5  Margaret Anderson 
6  Michael Grass 
6 Abigail White, Jr. 
7  Janine Harrington 
8  Myriah Bruce 
8  James Connor 
8  Douglas Azarian 
9  Leila Hoagland 
11 Dee McLaughlin 
11 Gloria Rinkus 
14 Brittany Maley 
15 Tyler Wudyka 
17 Janet Greene 
17 Nick LeRoy 
19 Jackie Judson 
20 Eileen Vincent 
20 Thomas Hayes 
21 Sean Moroney 
22 Mary Denmat 
22 Olivia Noonan 
25 James Tilley 
25 Paula Deane 
26 Bob Borghi 
27 Stephen Balkam 
29 Marion MGinn 
29 Alicia Mangelson 
30 Walter Uggerholt 
30 Winnie Bousfield 
30 Stephen Austin 
30 Julie Sears 
31 Caroline Hibbert 
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A Blast from the Past  
 

 


